
Difficult economic times result in increased library use 

for free materials, internet & computer access, 

reference service, computer classes and library 

programs.  Completion of online job applications, 

accessing email accounts and online job searching 

were common activities this year. 

The Bartow County Library System set a record for 

the number of active registered library users in 2009.  

48,397 residents of Bartow County use their libraries; 

ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÏÆ ίέȢέΫϻ ÆÒÏÍ ΧίίίȦ Ϊήϻ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

county are using their library card! 

In ten years, circulation has increased 286%.  Library 

visits increased 287%, as well.  Reference service 

increased 685%. 

In 2009, 680,000 people used a Bartow County Library 

and checked out over 551,000 items.  Computer use 

reached 81,489.  Free WiFi continues to be a popular 

library service as laptop users spread throughout the 

library facilities to conduct research and work.   

Use of business and reference services increased as 

37,670 reference questions were answered.  GALILEO, 

an online collection of 100 reference databases, was 

accessed 1840 times with 10,250 articles displayed. 

Circulation of adult materials accounted for 53% of 

total circulation.   Library staff have been actively improving the 

adult nonfiction collection as outdated materials are replaced with 

more current titles; thereby improving the acceptable age of the 

nonfiction collection from 40% in 2006 to 63% in 2009.   Emphasis 

was also placed on purchasing multiple copies of popular titles;  

thus, meeting user demands for current topics and titles . 

Library Service on the Rise  

Library Programs Offer Something for Everyone 

FY2009 was a busy year of regular 

and special library programs.  The 

adult summer reading program 

included 5 author events, concluding 

with a very special presentation by 

Georgia Hall of Fame author, Terry 

Kay, and the Cracker Queen, Lauretta 

Hannon.  GPB recorded the program 

for two episodes of Cover to Cover. 

The library sponsored 126 adult 

programs with 2112 people attending.  

Programs ranged from book 

discussions to tax advice.  Patrons 

learned the fine art of making towel 

animals as well as ballroom dancing. 

The Youth Services department held 

556 programs for teens and kids with 

a total attendance of 19,113.  Events 

ranged from weekly storytimes to a 

joint teen/adult AnimeCon.   

Special events included the popular 

Touch-a-Truck, Wild Mustang Rescue 

Program, and a visit from Harry the 

Hawk.  Teens enjoyed game nights, 

mask making, anime screenings, and 

chess club.  SAT test preparation was 

a popular event.  Teens also filmed 

library tutorial videos which are 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ  

Along with all of this fun, youth 

s e r v i c e s 

c i r c u l a t e d 

98,252 items, 

a  3 1 % 

increase over 

last year.   

Keep current 

with library 

programs by 

subscribing to 

e-lerts or 

becoming a 

Fan of the 

library on 

Facebook. 
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Special points of interest: 

¶ Top Five GALILEO databases 

are Ancestry Library, Heritage 

Quest, World Cat, Novelist, 

and Academic Search Premier 

¶ 48% of Bartow residents have 

active library cards 

¶ Circulation increased 286% 

over 10 years 

¶ Library visits increase 287% 

over 10 years 
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Library funding consists of funds 

from the Bartow County 

Government, the City of Cartersville, 

the City of Adairsville, the City of 

Euharlee, Library generated revenue 

such as fines and fees, and the State 

of Georgia. 

Donations raised by the Friends of 

the Library groups and the Adopt-a-

Book program supplement  regular 

funding.  Donations are used to 

purchase additional material and 

fund special programs.  The Friends 

of the Library and business 

donations fund both the adult and 

youth Summer Reading Programs. 

Committee has removed outdated 

reference and nonfiction books as 

well as multiple copies of less 

popular titles and books in poor 

condition.  These items have been 

replaced with multiple copies of 

current best sellers and reading list 

titles.   

The adult nonfiction collection has 

been updated from a rate of 40% 

acceptable age to 63%.  The addition 

of popular reference collections 

online has also improved the 

The 2008 Strategic Plan 

identified three areas of 

service  to improve; Lifelong 

Learning, Youth Services, 

and Current Topics and 

Titles.  In order to meet the 

established goals, collection 

growth and updating is 

essential.  In FY2009, the 

ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÍÅÔ 

the state standard of 12% 

reserved for new materials. 

The Materials Selection 

currency of reference service, in 

addition to making the collection 

more accessible for lifelong learning. 

While the materials collection has 

grown to 123,719 items, the library 

still does not meet minimum state 

standards.  With ongoing population 

growth, the library now houses 1.17 

books per 

capita; well 

below the 2 

book per capita 

minimum. 

FundingτEvery $1 Invested Provides an Economic Boost of $5 

Collection Growth 

What Was New in 2009? 

consortium for downloadable 

audiobooks, Destination Download.  

iPod titles were added in 2009.  

Patrons with a valid Bartow County 

Library card may download 

audiobooks directly to their mp3 

player, iPod, or phone.  

In response to users on the go, the 

library allows users to place holds on 

items from a remote computer.  The 

books are pulled and placed on the 

Holds Shelf for busy patrons to 

quickly grab and check out while on 

their lunch break.  Many users take 

advantage of online renewals to 

avoid making an extra trip to the 

library; 4% of circulation was online. 

Youth Services increased outreach to 

area schools to promote reading and 

library programs.  Adult Services also 

reached out into the community 

with programs held in the senior 

centers.  Adult services also started 

the popular Library After Hours 

series.  Events included Texas Hold 

Ȭ%Íȟ )ÍÐÒÏÖ .ÉÇÈÔȟ ÁÎÄ 4ÒÉÖÉÁ .ÉÇÈÔȢ 

In FY2009, the Bartow County 

Library System emphasized 

promotion of library materials and 

programs.  Expanding beyond e-lerts 

to notify patrons of new material and 

weekly programs, the library joined 

Facebook.  Event announcements 

are available to library Friends and 

Fans. Furthermore, a book 

discussion was added for Facebook 

fans who want to chat about what to 

read or what they are reading. 

The library system joined the state 

ȰEvent 

announcements are 

available to library 

Friends and Fans on 

Facebook.ȱ 
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Reading is to the mind what 

exercising is to the body. 

Add Pie 

Charts  

Owen Shalin practices driving 

giant trucks during Touch -a-Truck  



¶ 611,823 people visited the Cartersville Public Library with 481,862 items circulating 

¶ 67,678 computer sessions were recorded.  This does not include wireless access by library users. 

¶ 19,835 searches were conducted on GALILEO databases with 10,253 articles displayed during 1,840 sessions. 

¶ Youth Services offered 313 children programs, 59 more than 2008.  99 teen programs drew 1,614 attendees. 

¶ 29 computer classes were attended by an average of 9 students per session in the Educational Technology 

Lab. 

¶ 1,948 adults attended one of the 102 adult programs offered in Cartersville.  This is a 15% increase over 2008. 

¶ 400 adults participated in the Winter and Summer Reading Programs. 

¶ 31,528 reference questions were answered. 

¶ 2,619 students attended classes for English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

¶ 53,687 people visited the Adairsville Library resulting in a 19% increase over FY2008. 

¶ Circulation increased 7% over FY2008 as 43,991 items were checked out of the Adairsville Library. 

¶ 10,318 computer sessions were reported.  The mobile Ed Tech Lab conducted 7 classes reaching 24 students. 

¶  50 adults participated in 13 programs, with 18 registering for the Adult Summer and Winter Reading Programs. 

¶ 4ÅÅÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÇÒÅ× Χέίϻ ÏÖÅÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ΧΩΪ ÔÅÅÎÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ΨΧ  ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ  Ϋί ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

programs attracted 1,182 participants.    

¶ 4ÈÅ !ÄÁÉÒÓÖÉÌÌÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ Á ΩΪϻ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȢ 

¶ 4,335 reference questions were answered. 

Cartersville Public Library Highlights 

Adairsville Public Library Highlights 

New Emmie Nelson Public Library Opens 

¶ The new branch of the Emmie Nelson Public Library opened September 2009! 

¶ 13, 921 people visited the library in Euharlee during FY2009. 

¶ 25,227 items were checked out, and 3,493 computer sessions were reported. 

¶ 11 adult programs were held with 114 people participating.  Popular 

programs included Dream Up Your Website and Galileo Basics.  67 

adults participated in the Winter and Summer Reading Programs. 

¶ Teen program participation increased 13.5% . 916 children partici-

ÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ΫΨ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ Wild Mustang 

Rescue Program. 

¶ 1,807 reference questions were answered. 

ȰThe new Emmie 

Nelson library is 

beautiful on the 

outside and the 

inside.  The location 

is great and we look 

forward to using it 

for many years Ȣȱ 
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Local artist Muriel Pittaluga 

participates in a glass etching class 

Many users take advantage 

of free wireless access at all 

Bartow County libraries 



Mission Statement 

The Bartow County Library System provides all citizens of the county with resources and services to help meet 

their informational, educational, cultural, and recreational needs.  The library system is the primary self-directed 

learning resource for the county and offers extensive literary collections, current and reliable reference 

ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

lifelong learning. 

 

Selected Service Roles 

LIFELONG LEARNING:  A library that provides lifelong learning service helps address the desire for self-directed 

personal growth and development opportunities. 

YOUTH SERVICES:  Preschool children will have programs and services designed to ensure that they will enter 

school ready to learn to read, write and listen.  Students will have the resources they need to succeed in school.  

School  children and teens will have programs and services to allow them to continue to learn, read, write, and to 

expand their everyday lives. 

CURRENT TOPICS & TITLES:  ! ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ Ǫ 4ÉÔÌÅÓ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
appetite for information about popular cultural and social trends and their desire for satisfying recreational 

experiences. 

with the City and County Schools as 

well as Chattahoochee Tech and 

Georgia Highlands.  The Youth 

Services Department conducts 

monthly school visits and provides 

reading related PSAs to the schools, 

in addition to promoting teen and 

youth programs to students and 

92% of Americans view their local 

library as an important education 

resource.  Bartow County Libraries 

provide ESOL classes free to the 

community 3 nights per week.  This 

year 2,619 students attended class. 

The Educational Technology Lab 

teaches computer basics, Microsoft 

Office products instructional classes, 

popular electronic use and software  

program classes, in addition to 

providing instruction in using the 

ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ 

mobile lab extends these classes to 

Euharlee and Adairsville. 

The library provides support material 

for home school families, students, 

teachers, and parents.  We provide 

books, free computer and internet 

access, Homework help, SAT test 

prep, professional reference 

assistance, language and college 

level instructional DVDs, early 

childhood literacy instruction, and 

encourage lifelong literacy and 

learning through youth and adult 

programs. 

The library works in cooperation 

parents.  Classes from preschool 

through high school regularly visit 

the library.   

College students use the library for 

studying, group projects in the study 

rooms, professional reference 

assistance, interlibrary loan, and 

reference and research material.  

Some also study via distance 

learning in the Ed Tech Lab and 

many take tests proctored by 

professional library staff. 

Adult programs are designed to 

encourage lifelong learning in a 

variety of subjects.  Programs on the 

use of GALILEO databases are 

always popular.  A re-employment 

series focused on online job 

searches, resume writing, and online 

job applications.  Instructional art 

classes are also well attended.   

The Bartow County Library System 

serves the community as a valuable 

educational resource.  From books to 

instructional classes, the library 

supplements local 

formal educational 

institutions.  

A Free Education for All 

4ÁËÅ ÔÈÅ "ÁÒÔÏ× #ÏÕÎÔÙ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 3ÙÓÔÅÍȭÓ 5ÓÅÒ 3ÕÒÖÅÙ ÁÔ 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/QZBQKGR  

92% of Americans view their local 

library as an important  

education resource. 

Bartow County Library System 

429 West Main Street 

Cartersville, GA  30120 

770-382-4203 

www.bartowlibraryonline.org 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QZBQKGR

